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Riverwood Elementary School 

Parent and Student Information 2017-18 
 

Principal’s Message 
The administration and staff extend a very warm 

welcome as we begin this school year.  This year 

promises to be a continuation of the excellence that has 

been a tradition at our school.  The dedication of 

teachers and staff, the engagement and support of 

parents and the community, and the work ethic and pride 

of our students in academic achievement are factors 

which assure excellence.  As your principal, I look 

forward to an awesome year together!    
 

Johnston County Public Schools  
JoCo 2020 Vision: Compassionate and competent school 

innovators will engage each student in relevant and 

personalized learning experiences in preparation for 

careers, college, and life. 

 

Mission: To empower our students to enrich their world 

by facilitating learning through relationships, and 

relevant, innovative experiences. 

 

Riverwood Elementary School  
Vision:  Riverwood Elementary School staff will inspire 

students to become responsible and compassionate 

citizens. 

  

Mission: RES staff will empower our students to 

become innovative, life-long learners. We will do this by 

engaging them in relevant learning experiences, in a safe 

and caring environment, while fostering relationships 

with our Riverwood family. 

 

School Hours 
6:25 AM Before School Care Only 

8:20 AM Morning Drop Off Begins 

8:50 AM  Instructional Day Begins 

3:40 PM Instructional Day Ends 

If a child arrives after 8:50 am, he/she is tardy and must 

report to the office to be signed in by the adult that 

brought him/her. 

 

Before School Care 
Before school care is available.  The hours are from 

6:25-8:20 am.  Call our office at 359-6300 for more 

information.  The cost per month is $104 with a $10 

registration fee.  Students who are not registered, but  

 

 

 

 

need to be dropped off, will be charged a $10 fee each 

day (5 day limit per month).  When the school system is 

on a delay, the school’s before care will observe the 

delay.  For example, if the school system is on a 2 hour 

delay, before care will begin at 8:25 am.  

 

Carpool/Parent Parking 
All parking should be done in the designated parking lot 

in front of the school.  All cars should enter through the 

drive that says “Riverwood Athletic Club.” The other 

drive is reserved for buses only.  Cars entering from the 

bus road will be asked to turn around and go to the 

Riverwood Athletic Club entrance. 

 

Car Dismissal 
All car riders will be dismissed at 3:40 pm from the front 

of the building.  Students will wait in the front hall until 

they are called out by a staff member as their parent 

pulls up.  Students will not be called to the office for the 

3:40 pm dismissal or released to anyone while they are 

waiting in the hallway.  Calling students to the office at 

this time creates an unsafe and chaotic environment. We 

ask that parents remain in their cars while waiting.  Staff 

members will assist your child to the vehicle.  Be sure to 

have your RES car tag on your windshield or window to 

ensure safety and to keep the line moving.  Please be 

patient.  Children are our precious cargo.  

 

Early Departures 
In order to be counted present for the day students must 

be present for half of the day.  Students who leave before 

12:10 pm or report to school after 12:10 pm will be 

counted absent.  Parents/Guardians must sign-in or sign-

out students in the office. Please understand if we ask for 

identification at pick-up that it is for the student’s safety. 

No student will be allowed to leave school after 3:10 pm 

without a doctor’s note or appointment card.  Please 

adhere to this expectation unless it is a true emergency.   

 

Bus Information 
Bus drivers must adhere to assigned stops and the 

assigned route as set forth by Johnston County Public 

Schools’ transportation office.  If you have a concern 

about your child’s bus stop, please complete a bus 

concern form at the office and it will be faxed to the 

transportation office.  All other concerns should be 

addressed to the Assistant Principal.   
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Your child must have a note to ride a different bus than 

the regularly assigned or to get off at a different stop.  

Send a written note giving your permission, the bus 

number, address of the stop, and include a phone number 

where you can be reached for verification.  The 

administration will sign the note indicating approval. 

 

Transportation Changes 
All transportation changes must be made in writing and 

given to the teacher.  Please refrain from phoning in 

transportation changes with the exception of 

emergencies as our staff is unable to ensure the safety of 

our students with last minute changes.  Please make 

every effort to call the school with transportation 

changes in the morning hours.  

 

Walkers 
Only students living in the Riverwood Athletic Club 

Community are allowed to walk to their homes with 

parent permission and with the appropriate paperwork 

completed and on file.  This paperwork will be provided 

at orientation from the teacher.  

 

Visitors and Volunteers 
Visitors and volunteers are always welcome at 

Riverwood Elementary.  In order to ensure the safety of 

our students, all visitors must report to the main office to 

sign in and to receive a visitor’s pass.  Visitors are 

expected to enter through the front door and park in the 

parking spaces rather than the bus lot.  Please be sure 

you have communicated with the teacher about visiting 

or volunteering in the classroom. An application must be 

completed online prior to volunteering in the classroom.  

To register, go to www.jcsvolunteers.com.  It is required 

to do this every school year to ensure the safety of our 

students.  Please be reminded that Level 2 status is 

required to chaperone on field trips and it can take 

several weeks to receive this status. 

 

Family Educational Field Trips 
Students are allowed one educational field trip per year 

(no more than 5 days).  Parents will complete the 

required form and submit to their child’s teachers 5 days 

prior to the planned trip.  The teacher will then provide 

this to the principal for approval.  Students are required 

to complete missed work along with the assignment(s) 

related to the field trip. 

 

Transfer and Withdrawal 
Parents must notify the school prior to withdrawal of 

students.  Students transferring must get a withdrawal 

form from the office.  This will ensure student 

admittance into a new school with current information. 

 

Student Insurance 
The Young Group will continue as the provider of 

student accident insurance for this school year.  

Enrollment applications and claim forms for student 

accident insurance are available online at 

www.k12studentinsurance.com.  Also, there is a link to 

the K12 Special Markets website via the JCS Website.  

The link is under Departments, Financial Services, 

Student and Athletic Insurance.   

 

Lost and Found 
Please put your child’s name in all coats, jackets, and 

lunchboxes.  Lost and found is located outside the gym.  

Please note that unclaimed items will be given to charity 

organizations. 

 

Valuables at School 
Please refrain from sending large amounts of money 

with students.  Students should also refrain from 

bringing in toys, electronics, silly bands, cards, games, 

or any other personal items that are not school supplies. 

This will assist us in minimizing disruptions to the 

learning environment and keep personal items safe at 

home.  

 

Student Health Services 
Our school is served by a Public Health nurse from 

Johnston County Public Schools.  The nurse is stationed 

at Riverwood Elementary on a rotating basis.  

Emergencies arising when the nurse is not present will 

be managed by school personnel.  If a child has a 

temperature of 100 or above, he or she must be taken 

home in compliance with board policy and be fever free 

for a full 24 hours before returning to school.  If a child 

is vomiting, the parent will be called for pick up.  If a 

student is hurt on campus, a parent or guardian will be 

contacted and an accident report will be sent home.  The 

only first aid that can be given at school is an ice pack, 

water, and bandages. If a serious accident or injury 

occurs, 911 will be called, and the parent will be 

contacted immediately.  If a student is to be transported 

and the parent cannot be present, an administrator will 

attend.   

 

Medication 
Forms are available in the office for your doctor to 

complete when prescription medication needs to be 

given at school.  According to JCS Board Policy 4520, 

school personnel will not administer prescription 

medicine to a student unless a medication form is 

received with the signature of physician completed.  An 

adult must transport all medications to school.  

Prescription medication must be in the original 

http://www.k12studentinsurance.com/
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container and over the counter medicine must be 

unopened when brought to school.  

 

Cafeteria/Snacks 
Please avoid candies and “junk” food.  Encourage fruit, 

cheese, and healthy food.  Milk or ice cream can be 

purchased at school.  Students should either eat the lunch 

provided in the cafeteria or a lunch brought from home.  

Please refrain from bringing in “fast food” purchased 

from restaurants.  Students should bring in clear juices or 

water during snack time. 

 

Lunch menus will be sent home monthly by the 

classroom teacher and are available on-line.  Lunch 

accounts may be managed through the cafeteria.  Please 

make checks payable to Riverwood Elementary School 

Cafeteria.  Include the student’s name and teacher name 

on the check. K12paymentcenter.com is also available 

on-line that allows for convenient payment and for 

parents to see food purchases.  If you choose not to use 

the system, please send lunch money in on Mondays for 

the week or month.   

 

Please be reminded that we are unable to charge lunches.  

Students without lunch money will be provided a 

vegetable and fruit tray. Be sure to review your child’s 

lunch account balance which will be sent home on a 

weekly basis.   

 

Meal Prices for the 2017-18 school year: 

Student: 

Breakfast: $1.40 

Lunch:  $2.30 

Milk (when purchased separately from a meal): $0.50 

Adults: a la carte per item 

Free/Reduced Lunch Applications: Can be picked up 

in the front office or apply online at: 

www.lunchapplication.com 

 

Courtyard Procedures 
The Courtyard serves both functional and aesthetic 

purposes for our school. We are excited about being able 

to utilize it as an outdoor classroom, as well as an 

additional location for parents/guardians to have lunch 

with their children. However, as student welfare is 

always our priority, we have several procedures in place 

to ensure the safety of our students and the security of 

the school. We thank you in advance for your co-

operation! 

 

Use of the Courtyard for Lunch 
 Sign in with our system at the front office and 

receive your courtyard key fob with lanyard. 

Please be prepared to drop off your car keys to 

receive a key fob. 

 Meet your child at the entrance of the cafeteria 

and let the teacher/teacher assistant know you 

are taking your child to the courtyard. If students 

wish to have lunch with their friends, please plan 

to eat in the cafeteria. 

 Be sure to arrive no more than 5 minutes before 

the scheduled lunch time and bring your child 

back to the class in the cafeteria within 5 

minutes of the end of lunch so that the teacher 

can bring the students back to the classroom to 

continue with instruction.  

 Please remain within the courtyard for the 

duration of lunch. All cafeteria rules must also 

be complied with, including staying seated, 

talking quietly, throwing away all trash, and 

cleaning up your area. After lunch, please return 

the courtyard lanyard to the front office and 

checkout. 

 At all times, please follow the Student Code of 

Conduct, as well as JCS and School Policies & 

Procedures when using the courtyard. 
 

Special Note:  At times, teachers may use the courtyard 

as an outdoor classroom or for lunch. Plan to eat in the 

cafeteria if the courtyard is already occupied by a class.  

 

Student Celebrations 
Parents may bring in a birthday snack for the whole class 

with teacher permission.  Provide snacks that are store 

purchased rather than homemade in an event of a food 

allergy or food poisoning. Avoid snacks that have 

peanuts or other allergens to help keep our students safe.  

 

Student Recognition 
Students will receive individual recognition from their 

teachers and administrators.  Students will also be 

recognized for perfect attendance and character traits.  

All grade levels will participate in End of Year Awards 

Assemblies.  We are very proud of our Rams and want 

to reward them for their hard work! 

 

Folders/Student Agendas 
The school provides every student a take-home folder 

that contains work samples, graded assignments/tests, 

homework feedback, conduct information, either a 

weekly or monthly newsletter, and other important 

school information.  The school also provides student 

agendas for students in grades 2-5.  This agenda is an 

excellent tool for students to begin to develop 

organizational and leadership skills.  It is also used as a 

form of communication between home and school.   

http://www.lunchapplication.com/
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Conferences and Communication 
Parent conferences can be arranged anytime during the 

school year by a parent or teacher.  Parents are expected 

to attend a minimum of 1 conference per year. Parents 

are key players on our educational team!  We welcome 

you as partners in helping students to be successful. We 

encourage you to call, email, send notes to your child’s 

teacher and to stay in constant communication with the 

school. 

 

Emergency Drills 
Fire and tornado drills are held at regular intervals 

throughout the school year.  We will also hold at least 

four Lockdown Drills.  Remember these basic rules: 
 Check instruction in each classroom on how to 

proceed in case of emergency. 

 Walk. No talking.  Move quickly and quietly to 

designated area. 

 

REPORT CARD DATES 

First Quarter-November 9 

Second Quarter-February 5 

Third Quarter-April 16 

Fourth Quarter-June 7 

 

Academic Information 
 

Kindergarten-Fourth Grade-The grading period for 

kindergarten through fourth grade consists of a nine 

weeks period of instruction.  Grading will reflect an 

ongoing process, focusing on what each child can do 

using developmentally appropriate assessment codes.   

 

K-4 Core Content Indicators: 

M Indicates that the student consistently and 

independently demonstrates mastery of/proficiency 

in the grade level standard.   

P Indicates that the student is progressing toward 

consistent and independent mastery of/proficiency in 

the grade level standard. 

B Indicates that the student is beginning to progress 

toward the grade level standard. 

N Indicates that the student is not yet demonstrating 

progress toward the grade level standards.  

 

K-4 Quarterly Effort Grades (Art, Music, PE, etc.): 

3 Masters required objectives with consistent high 

quality. 

2 Masters most required objectives and does what is 

required. 

1 Has not mastered required objectives and does less 

than required.  

 

5
th

 Grade - The grading period for 5
th
 grade consists of a 

nine weeks period of instruction.  Letter grades will be 

used.   

 

The following letter grading system shall apply:   

A 90-100 

B 80-89 

C 70-79 

D 60-69 

F Below 60 

S Satisfactory 

N Needs Improvement  

U Unsatisfactory 

     *It shall be noted on the cumulative folder and on the 

report card whether a student is being taught curriculum 

at, above, or below grade level. 

 

Parent Organizations 
At Riverwood Elementary we are supported by a strong 

Parent Teacher Association and Advisory Council.  We 

believe it to be crucial to the student’s education that 

open and cooperative relationships be maintained 

between the school, home and community.  We will 

continue to cultivate the great working relationships that 

exist among these three areas to ensure that each student 

will be provided a stimulating learning environment in 

which to grow.  

 

JCPS Policies to Review 

Go to: www.johnston.k12.nc.us, District, Board of 

Education, School Board Policies or reference The 

Parent Gazette for School Board Policies.  
 

 

 

We look forward to an exciting school year!  As always, 

we appreciate the hard work of our students and the 

continued support of our parents and school community.   

 

 

Non-Discriminatory Statement 
Employees or students of Johnston County Public 

Schools who feel that they have been discriminated 

against because of their sex, race, age or handicapped 

condition should contact: 

 

Dr. Paula Coates 

Executive Director of Federal Programs  

Johnston County Public Schools 

P.O. Box 1336 

Smithfield, NC  27577 

919-934-6031 

PROGRESS REPORT DATES 

First Quarter-September 27 

Second Quarter-December 13 

Third Quarter-February 28 

Fourth Quarter-May 9 

 

 

http://www.johnston.k12.nc.us/

